INDULGENCE   OF 31Y  FATHER.                               H
pleased him ^ hen he found me like the sport I lived thus, m all the pleasures 'twas possible for me to enjoy, foi about a year more, when going out one moimng "VMth my father to hunt a stag, and having had a very haid chase, and gotten a gieat way off fiom home, we had leisure enough to ride gently back, and as we returned, my father took occasion to enter into a senous discouise with me concerning the manner of my settling in the -world
He told me, with a gieat deal of passion, that he loved me above all the rest of his children, and that therefore he intended to do very well for me, and that my eldest biother being already married and settled, he had designed the same for me, and proposed a very advantageous match for me with a young lady of veiy extraordinary fortune and merit, and offered to make a settlement of 2,000/. per annum on me, which he said he would purchase for me without diminishing his paternal estate.
There was too much tenderness in this discourse not to affect me exceedingly I told him I would peifectly icsign myself unto his disposal Bat, as my father had, together with his love for me, a veiy nice judgment in his discouise, he fixed his eyes very attentively on me, and though my answer was without the least reserve, yet he thought he saw some uneasiness in me at the proposal, and from thence concluded that my compliance was rather an act of discretion than inclination , and, that however I seemed so absolutely given up to what he had proposed, yet my answer was really an effect of my obedience rather than my choice , so he returned very quick upon me, Look you, son, though X give you my own thoughts in the matter, yet 1 would have you be very plain with me, for if your own choice docs not agree with mine, I will be your adviser, but will never impose upon you, and therefore let me know your mind freely I don't reckon myself capable, Hit, said I, with a great deal of respect, to make so good a choice for myself as you can for me, and though my opinion drilcied iiom yours, its being your opinion would lefoim mine, and my judgment would as readily comply as ray duty I gather at least i i om thence, said my father, that youi designs lay another way before, however they may comply with mine , and thercf <>i o* I would know what it was you would have asked of me if I had not offered this to you, and you must not deny me your